COMPOUND MINERALS.

CLASS IV;

ALLUVIAL FOR 1WATIONS.

,1 HK alluvial formations constitute the great mass of
the earth's surface. They have been formed by the
gradual action of rain and river water upon the other
formations, and may be considered as very recent for-
mations, or rather, as deposites, the formation of .which
Of two MI Still constantly going on. They may be divided into
two kinds : namely, those deposited in the valleys of
mountainous districts, or upon the elevated plains which
often occur in mountains ; and those deposited upon flat
land.
The first kind consist df sand, gravel, &c. which con-
stituted th<" niorc solid parts of the neighbouring moun-
tains, tUid which remained when the less solid parts
were xvaslied away. They sometimes contain ores
(particularly gold and tin) which existed in the neigh-
bouring mountains. Sometimes the alluvial soil is
washed, iu order to separate these ores. On mountain
plains ti ere occur also beds of loam.
The second kind of alluvial deposite, or that which
occupies llii flat land, consists of loam, clay, sand, turf,
and calctuff. Here also occur earth and brown coal (in